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Ingenuity Takes Flight

Monday April 19, 2021, N A
Mars Helicopter became the first aircraft

in history to make a powered, controlled

flight on another planet. The solar -

powered helicopter first became airborne

at 3:34 a.m. EDT.

Altimeter data indicate Ingenuity climbed

to its prescribed maximum altitude of 10

feet (3 meters) and maintained a stable
hover for 30 seconds. It then descended,
touching back down on the surface of
Mars after logging a total of 39.1 seconds
of flight.

-From NASA
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Itdés odd, perhaps, to think raué wherhle fidtewert lnto adaceaAltioigh ad vy

year-old man | never met as a surprise, or untimely arrived in the astronaut corps via the Air Force, he

(for family, of course, such a death may never be di dnot make much of his milit
timely). Still, 1 couldno6t Ipelefgebuti ngayooNe! ¢caduvted! ®uvd k e
when | learned of the passing of Michael Collins. Collins.6 He and his wife Pat

You see, he was my favorite Qém?nto?]%fés‘ionan e His Ennt

terms some years back with tnqd §&lnhbk dedinel B Part Betalid anofhér
the chance to meet him, the way Jonathan and | mission would be too hard on his family.

once lucked into a situation wherein | talked about
Ford Motor Companyo6s CEO wi tMike ®Riltivated rédsésdand frettesv bvier!l tlee black -

their lives, and when offereéld ~aéﬁ/hance to command

Jonathan got to ask Scotty Carpenter about his spot on their leaves during the Houston summer.
Sealab experience. But it was comforting to know He left his mark on America by becoming the first
he was out there, still doing interviews where he administrator of the National Air and Space Muse-
spoke of the value of the free press in a civil socie- um in the nationds capital. H
ty, posting lovely and humane things about the val- the Columbia command module of Apollo 11 to
ue of our Earth on social media, and generally be- scribble a tribute to the spacecraft on her wall. And
ing a gracious example of a human being in these, he wrote perhaps the finest astronaut memoir of
ah, trying times. any American, oCarrying The F

the full spectrum of his charm A pilot and poet,

voyager and wonderer, a modest man who appreci-

ated every hand dealt in life that allowed him to do
incredible things. I f you cani
the Apollo 11 transcripts are accessible online and

they showcase his quick wit and way with words, if

not his doodles and sketches.

So, I mourn him, but | also want to say a few words
about what made Michael Collins so special to me.
He was an oddity in the early space program, a mili-
tary kid who grew up in bases all over the globe
and therefore had no hometown to throw him a pa-

Astronauts, though heroes, are not always role
models, and especially not the hard  -charging gang
of test pilots who rode rockets during the nineteen -
sixties. Collins stands out to me as someone to em-
ulate for reasons beyond his bravery and piloting
skills i as a man making his way in the world, as a
representative of humankind. As an example of
how to carry that fire.

Diane Hall
President

Save the Date

Warren Astronomical Society

Annual Picnic
August 28, 2021

Tentatively scheduled, the board may elect to keep or
cancel the event based on COVID-19 State and Fed-

eral health mandates and recommendations. This will
be determined as we get closer to the date of the pic-

nic.

Even though the event is outdoors, we still recommend
Michael Collins social distancing, wearing of face masks when not eat-
1930/ 2021 ing, and not sharing eyepieces for safety.
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Response from April Photo Identification

Photo IDs
Frank and Diane McCullough
-Doug Bock

Re: The latest issue of the WASP is

online!
Great latest issue! Chock -full of intriguing items.

Especially enjoyed the Dave Levy write -up regarding
Rik and Dolores Hill.

I'll even admit to having chuckled at the insights of
one "G.M. Ross," an individual so famous he can
partially go by initials, like J.K Rowling.

-Mark Kalinowski

Various
To: President, Editor (referring to the April issue)

In that order:

Your experience with Taurus and Mars reminds me

of a colourimetry experiment | stumbled in to,
years ago in pre -dawn from the drive -way in Royal
Oak. (One of the reasons | was the Grand Duke of
Urban Astronomy.)

'ZOUNDS:! All those solar pictures. Cole Porter wrote
a song about you for Anything Goes.
-G. M. Ross

Letter to W.A.S.P. re current number

Penny Wayne Thanks for fulsome obituary because |
never knew her, even de minimis. Those intellectu-

ally active like Wayne are naturally well come in our
Society. Interest in astronomy and ancillary technol-

ogies is unimportant. | have a good amigo in Grand

Rapids who joined the local society, not from any

passion for the subject, but to associate with

May 2021
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"intelligent people". He has surely been of great
help to me.

The call of "dark skies" . As the former Grand Duke
of Urban Astronomy, | understand the urge there-
for. In my many improving commentaries to the
Society, | have taken pains to show the unfavoura-
ble -- even wretched -- locations for reports. On the
other hand, from what | know about the "Thumb",
the region holds the best skies in eastern Michigan.

I make no reference to the Bortle Scale, because |
am not well informed. My experienced brother
might be of analytical help from some what west of
Port Austin. Upon application, | will supply means
of contact.

The Sun section . No lack of historical perspective or
trawling for imagery from our editor, eh?
G. M. ROSS, Grand Duke, Ret.
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An open house at Stargate one fine day in May
2009, Top, Bob Berta explains a set -up to some at-
tendees, Middle: Blaine

McCullough (back to the

camera, wearing W.A.S. jack-

et) looking on. Right: What

the telescopes were all point-

ed at...
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